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Presenter Bios 
 
Shannon Barnes, 2018 Educator of the Year 

Shannon serves as the Director of Community Education at Pacific Northwest Ballet and has over 20-years of 

experience in dance education as both an arts administrator and dance teaching artist. Working with PNB’s 

Community Education Programs since 2002, her work includes standards-based curriculum design, arts integration, 

teaching extensively in public schools, program assessment and evaluation, and professional development for 

classroom teachers and arts educators including serving on faculty for the Washington State Teaching Artist 

Training Lab. Shannon is committed to making dance accessible to a broad range of people. In addition to her work 

at PNB, Shannon’s experience includes creating inclusive dance opportunities for people with and without 

disabilities, an internship with Candoco- a London-based inclusive dance company, and working as a dance 

specialist in primary schools in Bath, England. Shannon is the 2018 Dance Educators Association of Washington 

Dance Educator of the Year and serves as adjunct faculty at Cornish College of the Arts and a guest instructor for 

Seattle University. Shannon holds a B.A. in Dance and Psychology from the University of Washington and a 

Post-Graduate Certificate in Dance in Community from Laban, London. 

 

Maygan Wurzer was born and raised in Seattle and has always had a true love for teaching.  She graduated from 

the University of Washington in 1992 with a BA in Speech Communication and a K-8 Teaching Certificate.  From her 

volunteer work producing annual musicals at local elementary schools during her college years, to seven years 

teaching grades six, seven and eight in the Edmonds School District, Maygan has always enjoyed working with 

students.  Maygan first combined her passion for teaching with her love of dance by becoming an instructor for 

dance classes through the local parks and recreation program.  She loved it so much, she decided to open her own 

studio - All That Dance – which is now in its 25th year.  Founded on the philosophy that ALL students can move, 

ATD has grown into a rich community of learners, with dedicated teachers and eager students committed to 

learning and growing - not just as dancers, but as people.   Maygan is a huge supporter of Anne Green Gilbert's 

work on the importance of brain-body connections and has infused her ideas into the dance curriculum at ATD. 

She has also brought multiple innovative programs intended to enrich ATD students through leadership 

opportunities:  Honor Club, The Company, Mentee Program, Diversity and Inclusion Focus, and  Community 

Outreach.   Maygan is committed to observing her teachers teach and provides continuing education for her 

faculty, in the belief that learning is life-long and additional training will benefit ATD students too. She is an active 

member of NDEO and supports her teachers who present at conferences at the state and national levels.  In 

addition to watching her dance students thrive, Maygan’s other great joy is helping shape her two teenage sons as 

they become resilient, compassionate people in this world. 

 

Karyn Bracilano is a native of Detroit, Michigan where she began teaching dance at the age of 16 and soon began 

choreographing for local theater companies. She graduated with a B.F.A. in Musical Theater from Point Park 

University, has received  certification to teach Tap, Jazz, and Ballet from Dance Masters of America and has been a 

member of NDEO since 2014.  Since making her home in Seattle, Karyn has worked with Village Theatre, American 

Dance Institute, Tim Hickey’s Dance Studio, and Seattle’s Civic Light Opera.  She spent six years as Chairwoman of 

the Department of Contemporary Dance for the Washington Academy of Performing Arts. Her passion for dance 

education brought her to All That Dance, where she has been on staff since 2004.  She teaches tap, jazz, lyrical, and 

preschool classes and is also the ATD Faculty Director, working with a staff of 20+ teachers, as well as the Jazz 

Department Lead.  Her responsibilities include curriculum design for over 25 classes, plus overseeing the ongoing 

 



 
 

 
implementation of effective dance teaching practices in the classroom.  Karyn's educational expertise and her work 

at All That Dance continue to be a model for how to effectively teach dance with both the brain and body in mind.  

 

 

Etienne Cakpo 

Etienne Cakpo is an award-winning dancer, choreographer and musician from Benin, West Africa. Specialized in 

instruction and performance of traditional African dance from Benin as well as contemporary African dance styles, 

Etienne has been building his repertoire for nearly thirty years. He is director of Gansango Music & Dance, a dance 

company registered in Washington State since 2000. Gansango works with libraries, schools and independent arts 

agencies to make African dance and music performances available to a wide range of audiences, including young 

children. As Artistic Director of Gansango, Etienne has been the innovative mind and lead choreographic talent 

behind numerous public dance performances, representing a remarkable diversity of styles, and embodying 

collaborations with a broad range of collaborators from Uzbekistan to Burkina Faso, from Japan to Zimbabwe. For 

Etienne, the act of creating dance is innovation by definition, with his culture and cross-cultural collaborations 

serving as key inspirational forces. 

 

Miranda Chantelois 

Miranda Chantelois (Seattle, WA), has performed in the works of nationally renowned artists Kyle Abraham, Sidra 

Bell, and Amy O’Neal in addition to works by Bennyroyce Royon, Jason Ohlberg, Deborah Wolf, Marlo Martin, 

Walter Kennedy, and others. An alumna of Cornish College of the Arts (magna cum laude, BFA dance), Miranda is 

proud to have culminated her undergraduate studies by developing and implementing a twelve-week outreach 

program for low income older adults, presenting a 200-page thesis/portfolio and lecture demonstration for the 

community. Miranda has always valued the importance and impact of arts accessibility, so she went on to receive 

Dance for PD® training from founding teacher David Leventhal (Mark Morris Dance Group/Brooklyn, NY) and 

joined Seattle Theater Group’s Dance for PD® program as a Teaching Artist in 2015. She has since participated in 

Full Radius Dance Company's Physically Integrated Dance Teacher Training (Atlanta, GA) and will certify in Autism 

Movement Therapy in October 2019 (Los Angeles, CA). Alongside her work with Dance for PD®, Miranda currently 

teaches dancers of all ages at eXit SPACE School of Dance and Ballard Academy of Music & Dance, writes for 

SeattleDances.com, and dances for Marlo Martin’s company, take3 dance project. 

 

Silvio Dos Reis 

Silvio Dos Reis has dedicated his life to Capoeira, the Afro-Brazilian dance/fight, for the past 33 years. He started 

teaching Capoeira in Brazil and moved to Seattle in 2004. Since then he has been teaching after school programs at 

Seattle public schools, Capoeira workshops and ongoing classes at Evergreen State College , Western Washington 

University and University of Washington. He offered Capoeira classes for kids and youths at Northwest School and 

Gage Academy summer camps from 2012 to 2018. He worked for Seattle Parks and Recreation offering the ARTS 

IN THE PARKS - kids and youth program - for the summer of 2013 and 2014. Silvio has been offering the capoeira 

workshop at NWFolklife for the past 10 years. As a way to promote Capoeira in the community, Silvio runs his own 

Capoeira school, the International Capoeira Angola Foundation/ICAF SEATTLE, located in Seattle where he offers 

regular classes for adults, youths, kids and toddlers. 

 

Bill Evans 

Bill Evans was a resident of Seattle from 1976 through 1983. He directed the Bill Evans Dance Company and School 

on Capitol Hill. At that time, BEDCO was the fifth largest performing arts organization in the state. In September 

2018 he returned to Washington, and now lives permanently in Port Townsend. He is distinguished professor 

emeritus at the University of New Mexico and professor emeritus at the College at Brockport, SUNY. He founded 

the Bill Evans Dance Company in 1975, the Bill Evans Summer Institute of Dance in 1977 and the Certification 

Program in Evans Dance Technique and Pedagogy in 2001. He founded the Somatic Dance Conference and 

 



 
 

 
Performance Festival in 2013 and the Evans Somatic Dance Institute in 2017. He is a CMA and CLMA. Primary 

somatic influences have been Margaret H’Doubler, Peggy Hackney, Janet Hamburg, and Janice Meaden, 

He danced, choreographed and served as artistic coordinator with Repertory Dance Theatre from 1967 through 74. 

The Bill Evans Dance Company celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2014. It has appeared in all 50 states, throughout 

Mexico and Canada, and in 24 other countries. BEDCO has appeared at the American Dance Festival, the Jacob’s 

Pillow Dance Festival and many international festivals. 

Evans received the NDEO Lifetime Achievement Award in 2005. He has been awarded several fellowships and 

grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and received the only Choreography Fellowship from the Rhode 

Island State Council on the Arts in 2015. He also received a RISCA individual artist’s grant in 2017. He has been 

awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship, the New Mexico Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts, Lifetime 

Achievement Awards from the American Dance Guild and Dance Teacher Magazine and an honorary doctorate 

from the Cornish College of the Arts. He was named one of three favorite world tap dancers in the Dance Magazine 

Readers’ Poll. He received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from the University of Utah and the Post-Secondary 

Outstanding Dance Educator Award from the New York State Dance Education Association. He has served as a 

Fulbright Specialist in residencies in Guatemala and Costa Rica. He received the second Outstanding Service Award 

ever bestowed by the National High School Dance Festival and was the third recipient of the Honorary Member 

Award by the International Association of Dance Medicine and Science 

 

Terry Goetz 

Terry Goetz is Director of the Creative Dance Center in Seattle, Washington. She began training with CDC Founder 

Anne Green Gilbert in 1997 and joined the CDC faculty in 2000. Terry has taught in preschools, elementary 

classrooms, and studios throughout the Seattle area since retiring from Pacific Northwest Ballet where she danced 

from 1988-1995. Prior to performing with PNB, she was a member of Pittsburgh Ballet Theater from 1986-1988. 

During her career Terry performed works by Balanchine, Taylor, Limón, Lubovitch, Dendy, Cunningham, Naharin, 

Petipa, and Bournonville, as well as performing many full-length classical works. Terry presents workshops locally, 

nationally, and internationally (Manila, Shanghai, Copenhagen, Finland, Canada), training dance teachers, 

educators, and teaching artists in BrainDance and Brain-Compatible Dance Education. She has presented at the 

National Dance Association and National Dance Education Organization conferences, the Dance Teacher Summit, 

and at universities in the US and Canada. She worked with the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction in 

WA state as a Dance Specialist developing updated state-wide K-12 Learning Standards for Dance. Terry is a 

member of NDEO and served as President of the Dance Educators Association of Washington. In 2015 Terry was 

honored as WA State Dance Educator of the Year.  

 

Carrie Goodnight 

Carrie Goodnight, is a Seattle-based dancer, choreographer, teacher, and movement practitioner who brings a 

deep appreciation for kinesthetic awareness to her work. She has been teaching functional anatomy, cueing, and 

kinesiology to movers and movement teachers since 2003. Carrie holds a bachelor’s degree from Carleton College, 

where she danced with Semaphore Repertory Company. In New York, Carrie danced with Sapphire Moon and 

presented work in the White Room Series. She earned her MFA in dance at the University of Oregon (2008), 

enjoying several years with the repertory company. Her thesis work delved into the intersection of dance science 

and somatic practices. Carrie received her Pilates Certification from the Kane School (New York City) in 2002 and 

has been continuously teaching group and private Pilates in a wide variety of formats. She has also studied with 

the PhysicalMind Institute, Stott Pilates, The Pilates Coach, the Summer Dance Institute for Teachers, and the 

International Dance Teaching Standards. Carrie is currently on faculty at Spotlight Dance and Performing Arts 

Center, where she specializes in Ballet and Pointe technique. Carrie was a founding member of the BareFoot 

Collective in Tacoma, WA and her resume includes extensive work in theatrical lighting and musical composition. 

She frequently presents creative work with TRANSForm Dance Collective. 

 



 
 

 
Mary Pisegna Gorder 

Mary Pisegna Gorder holds a BS in Developmental Psychology and a minor in Dance from the University of Oregon. 

Mary teaches at All That Dance (ATD) in Seattle, WA, where she has been a faculty member for over a decade. As 

ATD's Ballet Department Lead, Mary has written and developed the ballet curriculum, and teaches a wide range of 

levels and ages. She has been ATD’s NHSDA Chapter Sponsor since 2013, and is the Dance Educators Association of 

Washington's NHSDA Representative. Mary helped to create and continues to facilitate Love Your Body Week, now 

adopted as a national event through NHSDA, and mentors teen choreographers as co-director of ATD's Student 

Choreography Showcase. As an educator she strives to inspire community connection, artistry, and self assurance 

in each of her students.  

 

Lauren Harrison, MA, R-DMT, LMHCA 

Lauren Harrison is a Registered Dance/Movement Therapist and Licensed Mental Health Counselor Associate with 

twenty years’ experience as a mind-body educator. She earned a BFA in Dance from Arizona State University 

(2006) and a Masters Degree in Dance/Movement Therapy and Counseling from Antioch University New England 

(2016). Before becoming a dance therapist, Lauren was a dance educator for twelve years. She has facilitated, 

founded and developed movement-based educational and therapeutic programs at schools, non-profit 

organizations, privately-owned businesses, community mental health clinics, and psychiatric hospitals throughout 

the country. Her work has included individuals and groups of children (ages 3-12), adolescents, and adults. Lauren 

currently specializes in supporting individuals with neurodevelopmental differences who are experiencing 

co-occurring mental health challenges. She is the former Chairperson and current Co-Director of the Washington 

Chapter of the American Dance Therapy Association (WAADTA), and has served on various committees for the 

American Dance Therapy Association (ADTA) since 2014 (presently on the Research and Practice Committee). 

Lauren uses dance, creativity, movement, expressive arts, and body-based play to provide educational experiences 

which promote integration, self-awareness, social connection, self-expression, and mind-body wellness. 

 

Charlotte Hart 

After early training in Louisiana, Charlotte Hart received her BFA in Ballet Performance with Special Distinction 

from the University of Oklahoma. Performing professionally with Louisville Ballet, Augusta Ballet, and Ballet 

Nouveau Colorado, she danced in classical, contemporary, modern, and musical theatre choreography, and guest 

performed nationally. Charlotte has taught ballet in Kentucky, Georgia, Louisiana, Arkansas, Colorado, Utah, 

California, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Washington. She has been the assistant director for the student company of 

Ballet Nouveau Colorado, the assistant coordinator for the OU SummerWind Youth Ballet, a répétiteur for 

Oklahoma City Ballet, and a writer/editor for Seattle Dances. Her choreography has been performed by Augusta 

Ballet II, Western Arkansas Ballet, SWYB, Springville Ballet, the student company of BNC, and at the 2011 

International WaTER Conference, and presented at SWRBA and OU’s Young Choreographers’ Showcase, and (also 

directed:) OU Composers’ Recital, Frame by Frame, and Degrees of Rotation. Prior to graduating with her MFA in 

Dance at OU, Charlotte was awarded the Ballets Russes Archive Fellowship, earned a Graduate Teaching 

Fellowship, won the Miguel Terekhov Award for Ballet Choreography, and completed Jack Anderson and Camille 

Hardy’s dance criticism workshop. Outside the studio, she taught and lectured for collegiate general education 

dance courses. She currently teaches ballet in the Seattle area and lives in Edmonds with her husband, sons, and 

two cats. 

 

AnnRené Joseph 

Dr. AnnRené Joseph is the CEO and Educational and Research Consultant for More Arts! LLC. She is in the business 

of enhancing lives via the arts, learning, and leadership. She works with and assists individuals, groups, schools, 

companies, and organizations to bring the artistic processes of creating, performing, presenting, and responding 

into their personal and professional practices. She is a requested keynote and motivational speaker, conference 

presenter, clinician, performer, and PK-20 instructor, and is a professional musician and vocalist, and certified FEBI 

 



 
 

 
Life Coach. Her ‘modus operandi’ is "Creating, performing, presenting, responding, connecting, and collaborating 

via visionary leadership, advocacy, and action.” Her vision for personal and professional endeavors is to "Listen, 

learn, and lead – live and leave a legacy.” She is the retired Program Supervisor for the Arts, for Teaching, Learning, 

and Assessment, for the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) for WA St. (2001-2011). She 

presented at annual state DEAW Conferences from 2001-2015, as well as two national NDEO Conferences, and at 

the 2nd International Bill Evans Conference on Somatics-Based Dance Education. Her empirical dissertation about 

arts and academic achievement is published in ProQuest, and available via SPU’s Digital Commons and NDEO’s 

DELRdi. Contact: moreartsannrene@gmail.com  and linkedin.com/in/moreartsannrene  

 

Neve Kamilah Mazique-Bianco, CPT 

NEVE grew up in the part of rural, small-town Jersey Imogen Binnie aptly says, “seems never to get shown on TV”. 

They received their BA in Liberal Arts from Hampshire College, their Certification in Personal Training from the 

National Academy of Sports Medicine, and were of the 2018 cohort of the Intiman Theatre Emerging Artist 

Program. They have been creating, producing, and performing in punk musical dance-theatre in New York, 

Massachusetts, California, Texas, Louisiana, and Washington since 2013. NEVE is a collective member and director 

of Access-Centered Movement and Playthey Studios, and a family member/associate of Sins Invalid. A published 

author, NEVE’s work has appeared in the anthology Coming Out Like a Porn Star edited by Jiz Lee, Everyday 

Feminism, Harlot Magazine (now dissolved), Plenitude Magazine, ModelViewCulture, The Black Scholar, and 

MaximumRocknRoll among others. Since moving from Oakland to Seattle in 2016, NEVE has written, 

choreographed, composed, collaboratively produced, and starred in two full-length dance-theatre musicals, Bet Ya 

UnGodly Things and Lover of Low Creatures. He teaches master classes in his integrated contemporary technique 

at Velocity Dance Center, volunteers at the Pacifc Science Center, and runs an accessible event & experience 

consulting company, Lover of Low Creatures, LLC. He is married to his loving partner, Tony, and to his community, 

he is a scrappy and enthusiastic gardener, an animal lover, a tea maker, a great neighbor, ally, and friend. NEVE 

identifies as mixed Black/Indigenous Sudanese, Scottish/white, biqueer, polygender, trash femme, 

disabled/cripped, country punk, and a Jersey girl. You should never mess with him but you can always f*cks with 

them. https://nevebebad.com, https://Patreon.com/nevebebad, @nevebebad 

 

 

Gabrielle McNeilie 

Gabrielle McNeillie, originally from Rochester, New York, received her early training at Brockport School of Dance 

and Performing Arts and the Rochester City Ballet. After working for almost a decade as a Dancer and Dance 

Captain for Carnival Cruise Lines Entertainment, Gabrielle earned her MFA in Dance/Choreography from The 

University of Arizona. As an Assistant Professor in the Dance Program at Central Washington University, she 

teaches a wide variety of technique and theory courses including; Ballet, Choreography, Functional Alignment for 

Dancers, and Injury Prevention, as well as co-directing and choreographing for the Orchesis Dance Company. Prior 

to her time at CWU Ms. McNeillie taught at Pima Community College, The University of Arizona and various private 

studios in New York, Washington, Ohio, and Arizona. In 2015 Ms. McNeillie became a licensed Fletcher Pilates® 

teacher. Her research interests in injury prevention are strengthened by her Pilates training, and have been 

presented as part of various conferences including; NDEO, IADMS, and the Dance Science and Somatics Educators 

(DSSE) conference.  Most recently she co-founded Ellensburg Dance Collective with her colleague Michael Blue. 

They premiered their first work at the 2019 Converge Dance Festival and have an evening of Contemporary Dance 

Scheduled for December in Ellensburg. Alongside her work as an Educator she is a Mother to an active 3 year old 

who is a constant reminder that movement is a joyful, freeing, fully body experience.  

 

Catherine Nueva España  

Catherine Nueva España is the Executive Director of Velocity Dance Center. Velocity is Seattle’s premier art center 

dedicated to contemporary dance and performance, advancing contemporary dance and movement-based art 
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through an invested commitment to education, creation, performance, inquiry, community participation, and 

inter/national exchange. Catherine has served as a grants panelist for the Washington State Arts Commission and 

as a focus group facilitator for the Seattle Office of Arts and Culture. She currently serves on the board of 

Khambatta Dance Company/Seattle International Dance Festival and as a King Street Station Advisor. She was most 

recently the Program Manager for Arts and Development at 501 Commons. For 14 years, Catherine taught 

contemporary dance and choreography to middle-school and high school students in Westchester County and New 

York City public schools. She received her classical ballet training at the Cultural Center of the Philippines and her 

early contemporary dance training from Victoria Marks, Jody Oberfelder, Jane Weiner and Sabrina Peck. She 

received her BA in History and Women’s Studies from Wellesley College in Massachusetts, and her MA in Dance 

Studies from Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance in London, UK.  
 

Shawn Roberts 

Shawn Roberts currently serves as the Seattle Theatre Group (STG) Director of Dance for PD® (Dance for 

Parkinson’s), Dance with Life, and AileyCamp. She is the founding School and Education Director of Spectrum 

Dance Theater, under the Artistic Direction of Donald Byrd, where she directed, taught, and produced youth and 

pre-professional performances for over 18 years. She is applauded for her profound work in transforming 

Spectrum’s community dance classes into a successful curriculum-based school with over 500 students, ages 

walking through seniors, and 68 classes a week in a variety of styles for beginning through pre-professional 

dancers. In 2008, Ms. Roberts completed the Mark Morris Dance Group, Dance for PD® teacher training and has 

been teaching classes, developing, and directing the program in Seattle for the past ten years - helping to bring the 

STG program from one class in 2009 to a thriving program with seven class sites that serve hundreds of students 

per year with Parkinson’s disease. In 2015, Ms. Roberts completed the pilot for Dance for PD® Teacher Certification 

Program, making her one of the first certified Dance for PD® teaching artist in the nation, outside of the founding 

teachers David Leventhal and John Higginbotham. In 2015, Ms. Roberts developed the Dance with Life Program 

that provides dance classes for people in nursing homes and assisted living facilities. The same year, Ms. Roberts 

helped STG launch AileyCamp, a program developed by Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 1989 to support 

middle school youth in developing important life skills, critical thinking, and decision making skills through personal 

development and dance classes. With a personal mission of “empowering people through the art form of dance,” 

Ms. Roberts knows the impact that dance can have on the quality of people’s lives and is grateful to be serving the 

Puget Sound Area through the dance programs she directs. 

 

 

Alana Rogers, DPT 

Alana Rogers is a private practice physical therapist specializing in dance medicine, a career which has allowed her 

to fuse her passions of art, movement, and science. She is on the board of Seattle Dance and Performing Arts 

Medicine (SeaPAM) and is a member of the International Association of Dance Medicine and Science (IADMS) and 

the Performing Arts Special Interest Group (PASIG) of the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA). She is 

equally active in the Seattle dance community as a choreographer, teacher, and performer, and is the Artistic 

Director of Alana O. Rogers Dance Company, a project-based contemporary dance company. Her choreography has 

been commissioned by many festivals and programs across the Pacific Northwest and she has been awarded 

grants from Artist Trust and the Seattle Office of Arts & Culture. Alana received her dance training in the United 

States and Europe including Cornish College of the Arts (Seattle, WA), the Walnut Hill School (Natick, MA), L'Ecole 

de Danse Rosella Hightower (Cannes, France), the Russian Ballet Academy (Dublin, Ireland), and throughout New 

York City. She holds a Bachelors of Arts (BA) in English/Creative Writing with a minor in Dance and a Doctorate of 

Physical Therapy (DPT), both from the University of Washington. More info: www.seattleorthoarts.com and 

www.alanaorogers.org.  
 

Hayley Shannon 
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Hayley Shannon is a dance/movement teaching artist based in Seattle, WA exploring dance for empowerment and 

healing. In 2016 she created Dance Healing workshops for adults and teens to foster authentic connection and 

transformation in an inclusive movement space. Hayley also teaches dance/movement for people of many ages 

and abilities at Creative Dance Center, Path With Art, Mary’s Place, Pacific Northwest Ballet’s Community 

Education Programs, Spectrum Dance Theater and more. She has taught dance abroad at shelters in Panama, 

Greece and Singapore. She is Rehearsal Assistant to Artistic Director, Anna Mainsbridge, of Kaleidoscope Dance 

Company founded by Anne Green Gilbert. Hayley also choreographs and performs in Seattle, WA, including for five 

years with The Three Yells Performance Company under Veronica Lee-Baik. She has shared her work at Velocity 

Dance Center’s Northwest New Works Festival, Full Tilt Dance Festival, Converge Dance Festival, as resident guest 

artist at Michigan State University and more. She served on the DEAW board as treasurer from 2015-17. Hayley is 

currently pursuing somatic therapy certification via Tamalpa Institute and is excited to further her investigation of 

the intersections of dance and healing.  

 


